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ACCOUNTANCY & TAXATION

Dr. Ron L azer, assistant professor for the Department of
Accountancy and Taxation, has been recognized with several
teaching awards. Lazer was honored with the Bauer College
of Business Outstanding Faculty of the Year Award, aswell as
an award from the Accounting Advisory Board. In addition,
he was one of four recipients from the University of Houston
campus to receive a UH Teaching Excellence Award.

Five leading accounting faculty from Yale, M.1.T., Southern
Cdlifornia, Ohio State and Northwestern presented their re-
search at the third annual Bauer Accounting Research Sym-
posium in March. Attendeesincluded C. T. Bauer College of
Business professors and Ph.D. students as well as professors
from several universities, including Minnesota, Pennsylvania
(Wharton), Texas, Carnegie Mellon, TexasA&M, Colorado,
Texas Christian University and London School of Economics.
The Accountancy & Taxation Department hosted the event with
The Stanford Group Company.

Congratulationsto Rabih Zeidan, an
accounting Ph.D. graduate who was
recoghized by the American Accounting
Association with an Outstanding Disserta-
tion Award from the association’s govern-
ment and nonproe t section. Zeidan, who
graduated in May, received the award for
his dissertation titled “ Charity Care Mea-
surement, Political Cost Constraints and
Discretionary Spending by Hospitals.” He
received a plague and a $500 award. Dr.
Saleha Khumawala, associate professor in the Accountancy

& Taxation Department, was

Zeidan's faculty adviser.

Rabih Zeidan

InApril, Dr. Khumawala was

also honored at the annual

banquet for Phi Beta Delta, a

university organization dedi-

cated to recognizing interna

tional education. Dr. Jerald

W. Strickland, assistant vice

chancellor for International

Studies, awarded Khumawala  Dr. Khumawala receiving plaque
with a plaque for the Outstand- ~ from Dr. Srickland
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ing Study Abroad Faculty Award to recognize her work with the
India Study Abroad Program.

The Accounting Advisory Board feted
students, faculty and staff from the
Department of Accountancy and Taxation
at an April awards banquet. Dr. James
Pratt received the Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award for more than three-and-a-
half decades of service to Bauer College.

Also receiving awards were Dr. Shiva

Sivaramakrishnan, Outstanding Service James Pratt

Award; Dr. Ron Lazer, Outstanding

Teaching Award; and Dr. Geor ge Drymiotes, Outstanding Re-
search Award. Adalinda Guerrero, business administrator for
the department, was given the Staff Excellence Award.

Several students were also recognized, including David
Grimes, Brent Garza, Christian Kuiate Sobngwi and Gerry
Tsoi, who were given Academic Excellence Awards. L eader-
ship Excellence Awards went to students Jimmy Lam, Marsha
Dhingra, Linda Luong and Huma Seth. In addition, Tom
Chang was selected to be the Texas Society of CPAs Outstand-
ing Student for 2008.

Christian Kuiate Sobngwi, Linda Luong, Marsha Dhingra, and Tom
Chang

DECISION AND INFORMATION
SCIENCES
Assistant professor Jaana Por ra has been invited to join the

editorial board of the Journal of the Association for |nformation
Systems.



Accolades & Moré

Professor Wynne Chin is one of top « ve
human computer interaction research-
ers and one of the top 10 researchersin
technology acceptance, according to the
Journal of the Association for Information
Systems and the Communi cations of the
Association for Information Systems.

In addition, Chin isalso the « rst Bauer
College professor to serve as president of
the UH Faculty Senate, a position he took

: hi
in January. VWnne Chin

Dr. Basheer Khumawala, John & Rebecca Moores Professor,
has been named chair of the Decision & Information Sciences
Department. Khumawala joined the UH faculty in 1978 and
has served as chair of the Management Systems and Strategy
Department and as President of the MS/OR Society of Houston.
He was honored in 1993 with the award of the Fellow of the
Decision Sciences Institute.

Four students from the Decision and Information Sciences
department received a combined $3,000 in scholarship fund-
ing from Target Corporation after winning a team case study
competition in one of Professor Jamison Day’s classes. The
team included marketing graduate Josh Stirneman (*07),
management information systems senior Kevin M ostajeran,
and operations management juniors Thomas Hein and Andrew
Tong.

DISC Chair Basheer Khumawala, left, Professor Jamison Day and a
Target representative, right, with case competition winners

Professor Day also recently received a $30,000 grant from Oak
Ridge National Laboratories for his research “ Summary of
Knowledge on Community Resiliencein Disaster Relief.” In
addition, an article he co-wrote with Surya Pathak, Anand Nair,
William J. Sawaya and Murat Kristal, “Building Supply Chain
Network Theory Using Complex Adaptive Systems,” was pub-
lished in Decision Sciencesin November.

The MIS areain DISC ranked #1 in research productivity
among | S departments in the Gulf Coast, according to a 2002
study by Alan R. Dennis published in the Academy of Manage-
ment Journal. In addition, it is ranked in the top 30 internation-
ally relative to research productivity, with professors Dennis
Adams, Randy Cooper, and Blake | ves each ranked in the top

40 in terms of research impact, accord-
ing to a 2007 study by Karuga, et al.,
published in the Communications of the
Association for Information Systems.

In addition, this article placed the
University of Houston above institu-
tions such as SMU, Boston, Purdue,
Michigan, Penn, Ohio State, Baylor,
and Case Western Reserve. Also,
Adams and Cooper were authors/co-
authors, respectively, of the 4th and 7th
papers with the highest research impact.

FINANCE

Bauer’s Cougar Fund now has bragging rights as the home of
the best student stock analysis team in the country and third in
the world, as determined by the Chartered Financial Analyst
(CFA) Ingtitute. A four-member team placed ahead of Rutgers
University and the University of Spain after making it to the

* nal « ve of CFA’'s Global Investment Research Challengein
May. These students e rst topped teams from the University of
Texas, Rice University and other Texas schools before traveling
to New York City, where they outperformed business school
powerhouses, including MIT and Carnegie-Mellon Univer-
sity. The team included Joe Corkin, Mauricio Franco, John
Keeton and Quyen Nguyen, all graduate studentsin Bauer’s
Finance department. These students were keynote speakers at
the annual Chartered Financial Analyst luncheon in April.

Dennis Adams

Bauer « nance students claimed the top two spots in the
NYMEX Open Outcry Competition held in April. Ana Lucia
Chaverria and Rieza Marukot took « rst and second place, re-
spectively, with Chaverria winning $1,000 in scholarship funds
and an internship at NYMEX. Students from universities across
Texas and Oklahoma competed in the event, with seven out of
17 « nalist positions held by Bauer College students.

Ana Lucia Chaverria

The University of Houston Globa Energy Management Insti-
tute was featured prominently in the March 10 issue of Busi-
ness\WWeek, which named the center as one of the nation’s most
impressive niche programs for business students. Finance/ GEM
senior Mario Bejarano was photographed for the magazine



